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TOWN OF SOUTHINGTON 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

TUESDAY MAY 28, 2013 

 

  Chairman Robert Salka called the Public Hearing and Regular 

meeting of the Southington Zoning Board of Appeals to order at 7:00 

o’clock, p.m. in the Municipal Center Assembly Room with the following 

members in attendance: 

 Jeffrey Gworek, Joseph LaPorte, Matthew O’Keefe & Bryan Wysong    

           

 Alternates: Thomas Lombardi 

  

     

     

 Absent:  Dee Ahern, Alternate  

    Ronald Bohigian, Alternate 

    Paul Bedard, Alternate 

     

 Others:  David Lavallee, Acting Town Planner 

   

   

 A quorum was determined. 

   

 The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was recited by 

everyone in attendance.   

 Approval of Minutes – Mr. LaPorte made a motion to approve the 

Minutes of the previous meeting.   

 Mr. Lavallee noted the following change:  Number 1 for Appeal 

#5993A, the first stipulation was stated as a limit of ten hens 

confined to an area of not more than 200 square feet.   

 Mr. Gworek seconded.  Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 

 Mr. Gworek explained the procedure to be followed in the 

presentation of an application and advised should their appeal be 

approved they file it with the Town Clerk’s Office as soon as they 

receive the formal approval in the mail before starting any work.  You 

have one year to begin the project.   

 

ROBERT SALKA, Chairman, presiding: 

PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS: 
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 A. APPEAL #5995A, application of Dennis L. & Diane E. Ross for 

special exception approval to allow habitation of a mobile home on 

site for a period of time not to exceed 180 days while a flood damaged 

home is rebuilt under Section 11-08 & 15-05 of the Zoning Regulations, 

24 Nathan Court, property of Dennis L. &Diane E. Ross in an R-20/25 

zone. 

 THE CHAIR:  Would you please just go to the podium and state your 

name and address for the record. 

 FROM THE AUDIENCE:  Do you need both of us? 

 THE CHAIR:  If you’re going to say something. 

 MS. ROSS:  I am Diane Ross. My husband Dennis Ross and I reside 

at 24 Nathan Court in Plantsville.   

 While we were away on vacation at the end of April, our daughter, 

Katherine, was coming to our home to check on our cat.  She had been 

over on Sunday evening, April the 28
th
 and she returned on Monday 

evening to find that the upstairs valve in the bathroom had broken and 

had completely flooded our home. 

 The basement had over six inches of water in it and the fire 

department was immediately called.  Crystal Restoration was called to 

come put in drying fans and to take out our furnishings. 

 My daughter was able to contact our insurance agent who came on 

site to assess the damages. 

 We got the phone call.  Of course, we are in Hawaii.  And, I 

said, oh, I’ll be right there.  Which was nearly impossible, of 

course.   

 So my daughter was able to try to get things headed up for us 

until we returned which was on May the 3
rd
.  At that time we did not 

expect to see the damage that we did.   

 The flooding was in the upstairs two bedrooms and into the back 

bedroom.  Completely ran on both sides of the house and actually out 

the front part of our porch way, dripped down the side of the house.  

It ruined the floors upstairs, all three rooms.  Ruined the bathroom 

floor.  Ran down the stairs, soaked the stairs, soaked the entire 

first floor.  Behind the cabinets was black mold already starting to 

grow, damp and wet.  

 So demolition came in. And, right now, the house is standing with 

just the studs inside.  We do have a builder, United Builders, who has 

come and is working with our insurance agent to determine the amount 

of damages and get the permission for building.  I do believe the 

builder did already come to the town and apply for a building permit. 

 So, in the meantime, we have a cat.  And, we would like very much 

to get a mobile home on our property while our inside of our house is 
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being rebuilt.  So we can be onsite, answer questions, be sure the 

materials that are being brought in are correct.  And, basically, just 

to oversee what is happening at our home. 

 I don’t know if you need any kind of photos.  I did not come 

prepared and bring you that.  We can certainly supply them if you 

would like. 

 But that is our request for a special exception to allow us to 

have a mobile home not longer than six months.  We have talked with 

all of our neighbors on the cul de sac and on Skiview.  No one is 

opposed and no one came this evening because we didn’t think that that 

was something that was necessary that they would need to stand up and 

say that they have no opposition. 

 So our appeal is for us to please have a mobile home so we can be 

on our property and get our house rebuilt inside. 

 Thank you very much. 

 Any questions? 

 THE CHAIR:  Now, Nathan Court is off of Sandra Lane and then off 

of Skiview? 

 MS.  ROSS:  Yes.  Yes, sir, it is. 

 We’ve been there twenty-six years and never have experienced 

anything like this. 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay. 

 MR. WYSONG:  Where are you staying now? 

 MS. ROSS:  The insurance provided us with residence at the 

Residence Inn, the Marriott Residence Inn on West Street. 

 MR. WYSONG:  And, that runs out, I assume? 

 MS.ROSS:  Um, we have the option of, we can stay there or we can 

have a mobile home or actually he said they would try and find us a 

rent somewhere in Southington. 

 And, of course, the decision being what’s best for us and it 

would be to be on our own property to be able to oversee what is going 

on with the rebuilding.  So, the mobile home was a wonderful idea. 

 It’s a 40 foot by 14 foot.  The gentleman who would provide that 

service is John Deerfield out of Oxford.  And, he has had some 

dealings in the town previously.  He does get the building permit and 

do all the hookups and he has already been to our house and measured 

to be sure that we have the proper hookups before he even offered us 

this suggestion. 



4 

 

 MR. LAPORTE:  So, this mobile home will be a --- excuse me?   

Over here. 

 MS. ROSS:  I’m sorry. 

 MR. LAPORTE:  This mobile home will be removed before you get the 

CO for your property? 

 MS. ROSS:  As soon as we can get back to our home, we would have 

it removed.  We’re hoping that it is not going to be longer than three 

months.  But knowing what happens with building and projects --- as 

long as the water works and there’s furniture in there and we have 

heat, we’ll move back into our home. 

 THE CHAIR:  And, you’ve talked to the neighbors on the right and 

on the left of you? 

 MS. ROSS:  Yes, sir, we have.  The Millers and the Keatings.  

Neither are opposed.  Both offered that we could put a camper/mobile 

home on their property if it would work out better.  So . . . 

 THE CHAIR:  Any other questions? 

 Bryan? 

 MR. WYSONG: No. 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay.  I’m sorry you had to go through this. 

 MS.ROSS:  Thank you. 

 THE CHAIR:  It happened to us on the second floor, but we 

happened to be home when the pipe burst so we were able to get it very 

quickly. 

 MS. ROSS:  It is pretty amazing how much damage water can do in a 

12-hour period. 

 THE CHAIR: Yah. 

 MS. ROSS:  It is just absolutely amazing. 

 THE CHAIR: Thank you very much. 

 MS. ROSS:  Thank you. 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay.  This appeal is closed.  I don’t think there is 

anyone here opposing it. 
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 THE CHAIR:  On this appeal, Matt O’Keefe is going to recuse 

himself and Tom, would you sit for Matt on this appeal? 

 MR. LOMBARDI:  Yes. 

 (Mr. O’Keefe left the room.) 

 

 B. APPEAL #5996A, application of Southington Chamber of 

Commerce & United Way for special exception approval to allow Kid’s 

Fest on Saturday, June 19, 2013 from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. on the football 

field of Derynoski Elementary School under Sections 4-01.31 & 15-05 of 

the Zoning Regulations, 240 Main Street – Derynoski Elementary School, 

property of Town of Southington in an R-12 zone. 

 THE CHAIR:  There is really no one here for this.  It is pretty 

straightforward.  And, you know, if we have some questions, um, we’ll 

just have to get to them.  And, we can table this or continue the 

public hearing. 

 If there are no serious questions, I think we can go --- Dave, 

can we just go with the --- what you’ve got here for the stipulations?  

Are those stipulations appropriate?  Except you happen to know the 

dates this is going to run? 

 MR. LAVALLEE:  Uh, just --- 

 THE CHAIR:  It’s just June 29
th
, right? 

 MR. LAVALLEE: It’s just one day.  I guess, we can kind of pick 

apart the --- any carnival noise generating activities, that obviously 

won’t apply. 

 THE CHAIR:  Right. 

 MR. LAVALLEE:  That’s on Saturday.  Anything else, um, looks 

pretty straightforward.   

 The hours we could insert in there, certainly. 

 THE CHAIR:  Um-hum. 

 MR.LAVALLEE: The certificate of liability, um, you know, we can 

look into that to see if that’s appropriate. 

 THE CHAIR:  They have to carry that anyway.  We don’t have 

anything to do with that. 

 MR. WYSONG:  Is this a recurring thing? 

 MR. LAVALLEE:  It’s the first time I’ve heard of it. 

 MR. WYSONG:  Or is this the first time? 
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 MR. LAVALLEE:  It’s the first time.  They may try it and see how 

it goes.  It seems like a joint effort here with the two people 

involved, the Southington Chamber and the United Way. 

 MR. WYSONG:  Is it a fundraiser for the Chamber or is it a town 

service on behalf of the kids? 

 MR. LAVALLEE: Not really.  It’s – 

 THE CHAIR:  I think it is run by the Chamber and also the United 

Way, yah. 

 If we read through the stipulations:  1 applies and 2 and 3 

apply.   

 There is going to be some games and stuff. So I would leave 

number 4 in. Except we change the date to Saturday and the hours.  Do 

you have that?    

 (Undertone comments) 

 There is no alcoholic beverages.   This is the Apple Harvest 

Festival list. 

 MR. WYSONG:  Tried and true stipulations. 

 MR. LAVALLEE:  Do you want to get that, Mr. Chairman, would you 

like to modify the 12:00?  I am not sure what time they start. 

 THE CHAIR:  They’re saying eleven to five. 

 MR.GWOREK:  What about set up and --- 

 MR. LAVALLEE:  The noise. 

 THE CHAIR:  Yah. 

 MR. LAVALLEE:  Number 4. 

 THE CHAIR:  You want to just go with number 4, say what, nine to 

six? 

 MR. LOMBARDI: Yah.  Give them extra for cleanup.  Even seven. 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay.  Um, there is no booths. 

 There will be no charge for parking.  That really doesn’t apply. 

 Any certificate of liability does apply. 

 So, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 10 apply.  And, 7 for the hours of 

operation. 

 MR. LAVALLEE:  Okay. 
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 THE CHAIR:  So, if – I’ll just read them and then we can say with 

the stipulations: 

 1. The applicant shall obtain all necessary permits from the 

property owners and the Town of Southington. 

 2. The applicant shall conform to all health, safety and fire. 

 3. The applicant shall be responsible for policing the 

cleaning up. 

 4. Any carnival noise, which there isn’t any. 

 5. No alcoholic beverages will be served. 

 6. The festival shall be limited to the following days and 

hours which is Saturday, June 29
th
 from nine to five, or nine to six. 

 7. There shall be no charge for parking if they use the 

municipal lot. 

 8. And, a certificate of liability in the amount of $5 million 

shall be filed with the town prior to the start of the festival. 

 (Pause) 

 MR. LAVALLEE:  Mr. Chairman, can you clarify number four again 

about the carnival noise generating activities? 

 THE CHAIR: Yah.  I don’t think there is going to be any.   

 Are there going to be --- 

 MR. LAVALLEE:  I think there is a bouncy house and --- 

 THE CHAIR:  Yah.  There are not the rides, though, the carnival 

rides. 

 MR.LAVALLEE:  You know, if something is included, I think we can 

restrict the carnival noise hours to the same nine to six. 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay. 

 MR. LAVALLEE: Just to have it in there just in case something 

comes up.  Some of those games are pretty loud. 

 That way we are aware that it’s there but it is controlled. 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay. 

 MR.GWOREK: Is the insurance always in that same amount, the $5 

million? 

 THE CHAIR: Yah, it is required by the town.
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 MR.GWOREK: I didn’t know if that number changed. 

 THE CHAIR:  Okay.  Is there anything else?  Are there any other 

questions that Dave might be able to answer on this one?  

 (No response) 

 Okay.  This appeal, 5996A, is closed. 

 

7:15 pm. 
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TOWN OF SOUTHINGTON 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

TUESDAY MAY 28, 2013 

 

  Chairman Robert Salka called the Regular meeting of the 

Southington Zoning Board of Appeals to order at 7:15 o’clock, p.m. in 

the Municipal Center Assembly Room with the following members in 

attendance: 

  Jeffrey Gworek, Joseph LaPorte, Matthew O’Keefe & Bryan Wysong    

           

 Alternates: Thomas Lombardi 

  

     

     

 Absent:  Dee Ahern, Alternate  

    Ronald Bohigian, Alternate 

    Paul Bedard, Alternate 

     

 Others:  David Lavallee, Acting Town Planner 

   

   

 A quorum was determined. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 THE CHAIR:  Since Matt has already recused himself, let’s take 

this one first.  I should be fairly quick. 

 MR. LOMBARDI:  Sure. 

 

 B. APPEAL #5996A, application of Southington Chamber of 

Commerce & United Way for special exception approval to allow Kid’s 

Fest on Saturday, June 19, 2013 from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. on the football 

field of Derynoski Elementary School under Sections 4-01.31 & 15-05 of 

the Zoning Regulations, 240 Main Street – Derynowski Elementary 

School, property of Town of Southington in an R-12 zone. 

 Mr. LaPorte made a motion to approve Appeal #5996A with the 

stipulations noted. 

  1. The applicant shall obtain all necessary permits from the 

property owners and the Town of Southington. 
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 2. The applicant shall conform to all health, safety and fire. 

 3. The applicant shall be responsible for policing the 

cleaning up. 

 4. Any carnival noise shall be limited to nine to six. 

 5. No alcoholic beverages will be served. 

 6. The festival shall be limited to the following days and 

hours which is Saturday, June 29
th
 from nine to five, or nine to six. 

 7. There shall be no charge for parking if they use the 

municipal lot. 

 8. And, a certificate of liability in the amount of $5 million 

shall be filed with the town prior to the start of the festival. 

 Mr. Wysong seconded. 

 Motion passed 5 to 0 on a roll call vote. 

 

 Let the record show Matt O’Keefe is reseated. 

 

 A. APPEAL #5995A, application of Dennis L. & Diane E. Ross for 

special exception approval to allow habitation of a mobile home on 

site for a period of time not to exceed 180 days while a flood damaged 

home is rebuilt under Section 11-08 & 15-05 of the Zoning Regulations, 

24 Nathan Court, property of Dennis L. &Diane E. Ross in an R-20/25 

zone. 

 Mr. LaPorte made a motion to approve Appeal 5995A.  Mr. O’Keefe 

seconded. 

 Discussion: 

 Mr. Wysong suggested amending the motion to include the 

stipulation that all provisions of zoning regulations 11-08.6 be 

complied with. 

 For the record, that is licenses for mobile homes permitted for 

occupancy for dwelling purposes under the provisions of Section 11-

08.3, 11-08.4, 11-08.5 shall be issued or renewed by the building 

official only upon presentation of a certificate from the director of 

health of the Town of Southington certifying that all sanitary 

regulations have been complied with and upon conformance with the 

provisions of all appropriate ordinances, laws and regulations. 

 Mr. O’Keefe withdrew his second.   

 Mr. LaPorte withdrew his motion. 
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 Mr. Wysong made a motion to approve Appeal 5995A with the 

stipulation that all requirements of zoning regulation section 11-08.6 

be complied with. 

 Mr. LaPorte seconded. 

 Mr. O’Keefe said basically he felt it was the type of special 

exception that fits a situation similar to this.  These people didn’t 

contemplate that this would happen.  It is going to be a construction 

site, anyway.  Having the ability to monitor what’s going on, the 

neighbors don’t have a complaint and I think it fits the reasons that 

we have the special exception. 

 Mr.  Wysong added the impact of a trailer in that location is 

minimal, diminimus.  Dead-end on a cul de sac.  Shaded trees.  When 

you get a trailer back there, it will hardly be noticeable.  Certainly 

people who are on Nathan Court, live on Nathan Court and nobody comes 

back there to just drive around. 

 The Chair pointed out it does have a limited timeframe which I 

think is good. 

 Mr. Wysong said the stipulation is to insure that the hookups 

have been approved. It does really need to be done.  If there is a 

license that needs to be issued, Mr. Lavallee can figure out.  The 

language is there.  I don’t know what happens. 

 Mr. Lavallee said it would be done through the zoning permit 

process.  He would contact the director of health and work with the 

building official, as well. 

 Motion passed 5 to 0 on a roll call vote. 

 

 

 

MISCELLANEOUS / OLD BUSINESS / NEW BUSINESS 

 Mr. Lavallee reported for next meeting there is a request for 

alcohol in a restaurant, El Pupo Restaurant at 1217A Queen Street.   

 And, 1700 West Street has an application for a new package store 

and a new permittee for that site.  They’re taken their license from 

the Meriden Waterbury Turnpike and they’re transferring it up to West 

Street. 
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ADJOURNMENT 

 Mr. LaPorte made a motion to adjourn. Mr. O’Keefe seconded. 

Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

  

 (Whereupon, the meeting was adjourned at 7:22 o’clock, p.m.) 

  

 

 

    Robert Y. Salka, Chairman 

    Zoning Board of Appeals 


